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Award winners, retirees to be recognized in general faculty
meeting April 25
APRIL 19, 2022
Awards of distinction will be
presented and retiring faculty
recognized during Marshall
University’s spring general faculty
meeting, which will take place
virtually via Microsoft Teams at 2
p.m. Monday, April 25.
The meeting will include remarks
from President Smith and Faculty
Senate Chair Dr. Tracy Christofero.
Two people will be given the Distinguished Service Awards. To qualify for Distinguished
Service Awards, persons must have at least 20 years of service at Marshall University, a record
of distinguished service to the university and/or college, and a record of distinguished teaching
as evidenced by peer, administrative and/or student evaluations. The Distinguished Service
Award winners, each of whom will receive $1,000, are:
•
•

Scott Simonton, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering, College of
Engineering and Computer Sciences; and
Anthony Szwilski, Department of Applied Science and Technology, College of
Engineering and Computer Sciences.

Three people and an additional team of two will receive the Distinguished Artists and Scholars
Award. To be eligible for the Distinguished Artists and Scholars Awards, faculty members must
either be tenured or hold tenure-track appointments. The purpose of the award is to recognize
distinction in the fields of artistic and scholarly activity on the part of the Marshall faculty. The

senior recipients of the Distinguished Artists and Scholars Awards receive $2,000 apiece, the
junior recipient receives $1,000 and the team receives $2,000, to be divided equally among them.
The Distinguished Artists and Scholars Awards will be given to:
Senior Recipients:
•
•

Dr. Wael Zatar, professor of civil engineering, College of Engineering and Computer
Sciences; and
Dr. Timothy Burbery, professor of English, College of Liberal Arts.

Junior Recipient:
•

Dr. Stefan Schoeberlein, assistant professor of English, College of Liberal Arts.

Team Recipient:
•

Ian Hagarty, professor of art and design, College of Arts and Media; and Daniel
Kaufmann, associate professor of art and design, College of Arts and Media.

Two people will receive the John and Frances Rucker Graduate Adviser of the Year award,
which acknowledges the contributions of Marshall’s outstanding graduate advisers. They are:
•
•

Huntington – Denise Chambers (School of Medicine)
South Charleston – Dr. McKenzie Brittain (College of Education and Professional
Development)

The Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia award will be received by Dr. Kelli Johnson, University
Libraries.
Twenty-one retiring faculty, representing many years of service, will be recognized. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bonnie L. Beaver, professor of surgery, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine;
Charles N. Bethel, assistant professor of leadership studies, College of Education and
Professional Development
Camilla Brammer, professor of communication studies, College of Liberal Arts;
Charles K. Braun, professor of management, Lewis College of Business;
Margaret Phipps Brown, professor of criminal justice and criminology, College of
Science;
Linda S. Cole, instructor of communication studies, College of Liberal Arts;
David L. Cook, instructor of communication studies, College of Liberal Arts;
Janet R. Dozier, professor of teacher education, College of Education and Professional
Development;
Lynne Edington, South Charleston campus library, Online Learning and Libraries
Nicholas Freidin, professor of sociology/anthropology, College of Liberal Arts;
Michael W. Gibbs, assistant professor of family community health, Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine;

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

David L. Hatfield, associate professor of English, College of Liberal Arts;
James M. Lewis, professor of pediatrics, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine;
William M. McCumbee, professor of pharmacology, Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine;
Karen E. Mitchell, professor of mathematics, College of Science
Gayle L. Ormiston, former provost and professor of humanities, College of Liberal Arts;
Isabel Pino, associate professor of pediatrics, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine;
Samuel Securro, professor of curriculum and instruction, College of Education and
Professional Development;
Kathy L. Seelinger, professor of curriculum, instruction and foundations, College of
Education and Professional Development;
Anthony B. Szwilski, professor of industrial and systems engineering, College of
Engineering and Computer Sciences;
Jack R. Traylor Jr., professor of surgery, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine;
Marie C. Veitia, professor and associate dean of student affairs, Joan C. Edwards School
of Medicine;
Thomas E. Wilson, professor of physics, College of Science.

Also recognized at the meeting will be faculty award winners, six of whom were announced
earlier this week. They are:
•
•
•

•

Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award: Zelideth Rivas, professor of modern
languages, College of Liberal Arts;
Marshall and Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award: E. del Chrol, professor
of classics, College of Liberal Arts;
Pickens-Queen Teacher Award: Bill Gardner, assistant professor of Forensic Sciences,
College of Science; Dr. Pamela Puppo, assistant professor of biological sciences; College
of Science; Dr. Stephen Young, assistant professor of criminal justice and criminology,
College of Science; and
Council of Chairs Award for Excellence in Teaching: Ryan Lidster, instructor of
modern languages, College of Liberal Arts.

Also to be announced are the Hedrick Program Grant for Teaching Innovation and the Hedrick
Faculty Teaching Fellow.
All faculty, staff, students and members of the public are invited to attend the general faculty
meeting, which may be accessed at http://www.marshall.edu/livestream.

Rivas named Hedrick Award winner
APRIL 19, 2022
Dr. Zelideth Rivas (pictured), professor of Japanese at
Marshall, has been selected as the university’s Dr. Charles E.
Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award winner for 2021-2022.
Rivas will receive $5,000 through a grant from Charles B.
and Mary Jo Locke Hedrick. The award is named in honor of
Charles Hedrick’s father, Charles E. Hedrick, a former
history professor and later chair of the Graduate Council, and
one of the founders of Marshall’s graduate program.
Marshall’s Center for Teaching and Learning has announced
the Hedrick Award and three others honoring five faculty
members. They are:
•
•

•

Marshall & Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award: Dr. E. Del Chrol, a professor
of classics in the College of Liberal Arts.
Pickens-Queen Teacher Award: Bill Gardner, assistant professor of forensic sciences,
College of Science; Dr. Pamela Puppo, assistant professor of biological sciences, College
of Science; Dr. Stephen Young, assistant professor of criminal justice and criminology,
College of Science.
The Council of Chairs Award for Excellence in Teaching: Ryan Lidster, instructor of
modern languages, College of Liberal Arts.

Here is a look at the awards and the winners:
Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty Award
This award recognizes a full-time tenured faculty member who has a minimum of seven years
teaching experience at Marshall and has a record of outstanding classroom teaching, scholarship,
research and /or creative activities.
Dr. Zelideth Rivas has been teaching at Marshall since 2012, when she joined the modern
languages department teaching Japanese. She has also worked with the Kentucky Institute for
International Studies (a partner of Marshall) as a director and faculty member, leading
educational trips to Japan.
“Dr. Rivas is an inspiring professor, who links theory to practice and provides real-world
examples of how the course material relates to current events in the U.S. and the world,” said Dr.
Natsuki Anderson, chair of the Department of Modern Languages at Marshall. “Students can
relate to her … She establishes a positive yet challenging classroom climate and teaches students
the skills necessary to voice, listen to and deeply understand each other’s points of view.”

“This is a woman who knows what she’s doing and how to do it effectively,” said one of her
students who has been in several of her classes. “…she is always willing to go the extra mile for
those who are making an effort and doing their best.”
“Dr. Zelideth Rivas is one of my favorite professors,” another student said. “She is a helpful
person and easy to get along with.”
“[Her] classroom rigor is extraordinary,” said Dr. Jeffrey Ruff, professor of religious studies at
Marshall. “She demands a lot of her students, but more importantly, she mentors and nurtures the
students so they can meet those high expectations.”
Rivas received her B.A. from Wellesley College and her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of California, Berkeley.
Marshall and Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award
This award includes a $3,000 stipend, and all tenured faculty members who have completed six
or more years of service at Marshall are eligible.
Dr. E. Del Chrol has been teaching at Marshall since 2006. He began as an assistant professor of
classics, then became an associate professor in 2012 and a full professor in 2019. He also serves
as chair of the humanities department, of which classics is a part.
“Dr. Chrol has an impressive record of teaching in the college,” said Dr. R.B. Bookwalter, dean
of the College of Liberal Arts at Marshall. “He covers courses in Classics, Latin, and Greek.
While these subjects are challenging for students, he is well-liked and earns positive feedback.
His creative approach to connecting the themes and topics in classic literature to modern-day
issues is key to his teaching effectiveness with current students … [He] is an energetic and
creative teacher, admired by his students and respected by his colleagues.”
“My favorite professor,” one student said. “ Extremely helpful, very kind, his intelligence and
love for Greek made it so much more captivating.”
“Generally speaking, Del is an excellent colleague and teacher and very supportive,” said Dr.
Christina Franzen, associate professor of classics at Marshall. “He’s extremely friendly and
helpful to all students who come into our hallway, whether or not they’re our majors. I’ve seen
him make calls to help them find a faculty member or escort them to another department on
another floor. He’s always in his office, and his door is always open. Students love talking to
him, and he clearly loves talking to students about Latin and Greek grammar, Roman history,
philosophy or anything that may interest either party.”
Chrol earned his B.A. in Greek and Latin from Rutgers University, his M.A. from the University
of Maryland, and his Ph.D. in classics from the University of Southern California.

Pickens-Queen Teacher Award
Each of these three award winners receives a $1,000 stipend. The award honors outstanding
junior faculty. All faculty members teaching on a full-time, tenure-track appointment who have
completed one to five years of service at Marshall are eligible.
Bill Gardner has been at Marshall since 2013, when he was hired as an assistant professor of
forensics in the College of Science.
“Bill is a dependable colleague who works very well with others in the department and the
College of Science, and his students speak highly of him,” said John Sammons, chair of forensic
sciences at Marshall. “Bill’s approach to teaching is student centered, and he has written a
number of recommendations for graduates seeking employment or seeking admission to graduate
schools around the county. He has taught a full load since his first semester here at MU (which
began in 2013), and has volunteered to be overloaded in multiple semesters just so that the
department could meet its teaching mission.”
Gardner has B.A. and M.A.J. degrees from Marshall and expects to complete his Ed.D. in
curriculum and instruction from Marshall next year.
Dr. Pamela Puppo, assistant professor of biological sciences, has taught at Marshall since
January 2020. She also serves as the curator of the university’s herbarium.
“I have watched Dr. Puppo lecture, and I have heard stories from many students,” said Dr. Brian
Antonsen, chair of the department of biological sciences at Marshall. “We are all in strong
agreement that she makes her classes engaging while maintaining the rigor and breadth of
content needed to help students progress towards a scientific career. She uses a variety of
techniques to keep the students’ attention while ensuring that they retain information they will
need. She thinks about every aspect of her lectures from content to slide design to relevant
stories to [the] use of assessments in making her lectures relevant and interesting.”
Puppo earned her B.Sci. in biology from La Molina National Agrarian University in Lima, Peru,
her M.Sc. in biology from the University of Missouri in St. Louis, and her Ph.D. in biodiversity,
genetics, and evolution from the University of Porto and University of Lisbon, Portugal.
Dr. Stephen Young has taught at Marshall as an assistant professor of criminal justice and
criminology since 2017. He also teaches in the WV Rocks Collaborative Knowledge System.
“[In] his course evaluations, over 90% of Dr. Young’s student comments included positive
feedback … These comments speak to his enthusiasm for the subject, his desire to engage
students in conversations and his ability to make the material interesting,” said Dr. Druba J.
Bora, chair of Marshall’s department of criminal justice and criminology. “One important
takeaway when reading these comments is that students feel ‘empowered’ to offer an opinion in
his courses. I think this is an indication that he has fostered a supportive learning environment,
which means he is successfully achieving his teaching goals.”

Young received his B.A. in criminal justice and psychology from Marshall, his M.S. in criminal
justice from Marshall, and his Ph.D. in criminology and criminal justice from Old Dominion
University.
Council of Chairs Award for Excellence in Teaching
The Council of Chairs Award for Excellence in Teaching recognizes teaching excellence in
Marshall’s full-time term and temporary faculty. Each fall, members of the Council of Chairs
(excepting the School of Medicine) are permitted to nominate up to two candidates from a given
department. A $1,000 cash award is presented each year. Full-time term or full-time temporary
faculty with at least two years’ full-time teaching at Marshall University are eligible.
Ryan Lidster, who teaches Japanese in the Marshall Department of Modern Languages, is the
recipient for 2021-2022.
“Mr. Lidster excels at using technology in language teaching and assessment,“ said Dr. Natsuki
Anderson, chair of the Department of Modern Languages at Marshall. “His research background
of linguistic and second language learning have direct connection with all the classes he teaches.
His classes are challenging since he has high expectations, but he offers a lot of help whenever
students need [it].”

Marshall hosting Student Research and Creativity
Symposium through today
APRIL 19, 2022
Marshall is hosting its inaugural
university-wide Student Research and
Creativity Symposium through today,
April 20, to celebrate and recognizing
undergraduate and graduate student
research and creativity across
Marshall. Along with giving students
an opportunity to demonstrate their
accomplishments and contributions to
the community, the schedule includes
guest speakers and lunchtime panel discussions to inspire further research and creativity on
campus.
The second day of the symposium takes place until 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, showcasing the
works of graduate students. Poster displays will be in the Atrium and in Room 1201of the

Weisberg Applied Engineering Complex and. Oral presentations will be in rooms 1101, 1103
and 1105 of the Weisberg Applied Engineering Complex. The receptions and the guest speaker
presentations will be respectively in the Atrium and Room 101 of the Robert C. Byrd
Biotechnology Science Center.
“During the symposium, more than 100 students from all disciplines will present their research
and creative work. Each student will be an ambassador for their department and will showcase
the best work of the university,” said Dr. Philippe Georgel, director of Marshall’s Office of
Undergraduate Research. “Students’ presentations will build their confidence and help motivate
and inspire their peers, as well as high school students in attendance. The event will impact
Marshall by demonstrating the breadth of our students’ achievements to the community, business
leaders and governmental representatives.”
The symposium’s second day of guest speakers includes the following presenters, who will
speak in Room 101 of the Byrd Biotechnology Science Center:
Wednesday, April 20
•
•

Dr. Astrid Suarez, Ph.D., Meteorological Modeling, U.S. Air Force, 9:00 a.m.
Dr. James Davie, Fellow in the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences and in the Royal
Society of Canada, 3:45 p.m.

The second day of the symposium also will have a panel lunch discussion:
•

The April 20 panel discussion on Ethics and Creativity will include: Thomas Taylor,
copy editor for USA Today; Jan Rader, a member of the 2018 TIME 100 List, former
Huntington fire chief and current director of the Mayor’s Council on Public Health and
Drug Control Policy for the city of Huntington; Huntington attorney Michael J. Farrell,
founding and managing member of Farrell, White & Legg PLLC, former interim
president of Marshall University; and Sheryl Webb, director of personnel for the State of
West Virginia.

The panel sessions will be held in the Don Morris Room on the second floor of the Memorial
Student Center. From these discussions, organizers expect to have the community reflect on less
obvious elements of research and creativity.
This symposium is sponsored by the Marshall University Research Corporation, the Higher
Education Policy Commission and the Erickson Foundation.

Marshall congratulates International Yeager Airport on US
Customs expansion
APRIL 20, 2022
President Brad D. Smith congratulated West Virginia
International Yeager Airport on the opening of its new $4
million U.S. Customs and Border Protection facility
yesterday.
Speaking at the ribbon-cutting event in Charleston, Smith
said expansion of the customs operation is important to
the growth of the state, as well as the university’s
academic aviation programs.
“One of our most successful partnerships has been our
aviation collaboration with Yeager,” Smith said. “As we enter the next chapter, we will need to
continue to make bold moves, like this one, to position our students, our institution and our state
to compete in this fast-changing world.”
Marshall’s Bill Noe Flight School opened to students last August and is located at International
Yeager Airport.
——
Photo: President Smith speaks at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new U.S. Customs and
Border Protection facility.

Marshall presenting Earth Week 2022: Invest in the Planet
APRIL 20, 2022
Marshall is presenting Earth Week
activities, which began Monday,
April 18, on the Huntington
campus. The week of hands-on
learning has resumed after a twoyear hiatus, due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The theme for Earth Week 2022
is Invest in the Planet. Events
throughout the week will include
talks, demonstrations and teachins; however, the main activities will take place on Wednesday, April 20, on the Memorial
Student Center Plaza and Buskirk Field from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., rain or shine.
Marshall Sustainability Manager Amy Parsons-White says she hopes the diverse group of
vendors and activities available during Earth Week will teach those in attendance about all
aspects of sustainability and a healthy planet.
“We believe to truly invest in the planet, we need to invest not only in the earth itself, but also in
her people,” said Parsons-White. “A healthy, sustainable planet must include social equity and
social justice, accessible food, and clean water, soil and air.”
Remaining daily events are as follows:
Wednesday, April 20
•

•

Memorial Student Center Plaza, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. – Earth Day event with vendors, electric
vehicles, solar panels, demo charging stations and other activities, such as mushroom
workshops and Leave No Trace camping demonstrations. Tours of the rooftop and
student gardens, as well as the greenhouse will also be offered.
James E. Morrow Library, 3 p.m. – Marshall’s Drinko Academy, University Libraries
and the Department of Sustainability in partnership with the League of Women Voters of
West Virginia and the West Virginia Climate Alliance will transfer a time capsule to the
James E. Morrow Library. Contents of the time capsule include contributions from
multiple organizations, research on alternative energy technologies, articles that
document current events that are shaping climate future and correspondence. Written
contributions to the time capsule will be accepted at the Earth Day event on the MSC
Plaza.

Thursday, April 21

•

•

Buskirk Field, 1 p.m. – The MU Sustainability Department Compost Coordinator will
host a backyard composting workshop. An educational soil trailer from the West Virginia
Conservation Agency will also be in attendance.
Corbly Hall, room 117, 6–9 p.m. – The documentary, “Kiss the Ground,” will be
presented, followed by a panel discussion. The film details why regenerating the world’s
soils has the potential to rapidly stabilize Earth’s climate, restore lost ecosystems and
create abundant food supplies. Popcorn will be served.

Friday, April 22
•

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. If interested in volunteering, send an e-mail
to bemarshallgreen@marshall.edu to work with one of the Sustainability Department’s
many campus projects, including the Marshall Thrift Store or student gardens.

Saturday, April 23
•

9 a.m. – Noon – If interested in volunteering with the Earth Day trash clean-up sponsored
by the Huntington Storm Water Utility, contact Carrie Denvir by e-mail
at carrie.denvir@huntingtonswu.com for details.

Members of the public, organizations and school groups are welcome. For more information on
the Marshall University Sustainability Department,
visit https://www.marshall.edu/sustainability/.

McElroy to give commencement address April 30
APRIL 19, 2022
Griffin A. McElroy, a graduate of Marshall
University and award-winning podcaster, author and
voice actor, will deliver the commencement address
at Marshall’s spring commencement Saturday, April
30, at the Mountain Health Arena in Huntington.
McElroy, who graduated from Marshall in 2009 with
a bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism, is best
known for a highly popular podcast, “My Brother,
My Brother & Me,” that he stars in along with his two
brothers, Justin and Travis McElroy. The podcast has
often been ranked among the top 10 comedy podcasts
on iTunes nationally. Griffin McElroy has also
appeared as a voice actor in several animated series.
Marshall’s Spring 2022 Commencement will feature two ceremonies with Brad D.
Smith presiding. A total of 1304 students are expected to graduate this spring with more than
825 students planning to participate in the ceremonies, which will be livestreamed.
The separate ceremonies will allow for fewer people attending at one time and provide the arena
with time to sanitize and clean between the events. At this time, masks are recommended, but not
required. This status could change depending on the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s mask designation the week of commencement. If mandatory masks become
required, the university will provide them on the day of the event.
The 9 a.m. ceremony will include undergraduate, graduate and doctoral students from the Lewis
College of Business, College of Education and Professional Development, College of Science
and the College of Engineering and Computer Sciences.
The 2 p.m. ceremony will include undergraduate, graduate and doctoral students from the
College of Arts and Media, Regents Bachelor of Arts, College of Liberal Arts and the College of
Health Professions.

Marshall University Registrar Dr. Sonja Cantrell-Johnson says the ceremonies always bring a lot
of excitement.
“We’re happy to once again celebrate the achievements of our great students while welcoming
them as Marshall alumni,” said Cantrell-Johnson. “And we’re thrilled for the opportunity to hear
from one of the many great young members of the Marshall University family in Griffin
McElroy.”
PARKING
Parking is available in the parking garage on Third Avenue across from the Mountain Health
Arena. Parking in this garage is available on weekends at no charge. In addition, parking is
available in the Pullman Square garages for a minimal fee. All three parking garages are in
reasonable walking distance of the arena.
SECURITY
The Mountain Health Arena has implemented security procedures including walk-through metal
detectors for all events occurring in the building, including Marshall University’s
commencement ceremonies. Graduates and guests should allow additional time to make it
through security and find seats before the ceremony begins.
Prohibited items include illegal drugs or substances, outside food and drink, knives, guns, pepper
spray, lasers, glow sticks, fireworks, wallet chains, sharp spiked jewelry, selfie sticks, tripods and
umbrellas. It is important to note the arena has a clear bag policy.
For a full list of prohibited items, please visit https://www.mountainhealtharena.com/
PHOTOGRAPHS
Professional photographers will be at the stage area during the ceremony to take pictures of each
graduate. Legacy Photographics Inc. will send proof information to graduates using MU e-mail
addresses a few days after the ceremony. Purchase of photographs is entirely optional. Please
contact Legacy at www.legacyphoto.com or 1-800-447-2550 for more information.
CEREMONIES AVAILABLE ON WEB
The commencement ceremonies will be streamed live on the web. The link will be available on
the main Marshall University website at www.marshall.edu/it/livestream.
ADDITIONAL CEREMONIES FOR GRADUATES
Other spring ceremonies for graduates include the following, many of which will be
livestreamed. It’s important to note this is not an exhaustive list and students should check with
their individual colleges and/or departments for specific information.

Lavender Graduation Ceremony
4 p.m., Wednesday, April 20

Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center

Donning of the Kente Celebration
5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 21
Memorial Student Center Plaza
Honors College Convocation
7 p.m., Friday, April 22

Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center

School of Pharmacy Investiture and Commencement
4 p.m., Thursday, April 28
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
Graduate Hooding Ceremony for the College of Engineering and Computer Sciences
5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 28
J. Churchill Hodges Atrium | Weisberg Engineering
Graduate Hooding Ceremony for the College of Education and Professional Development
7 p.m., Thursday, April 28
Buskirk Field
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine Investiture and Commencement
4 p.m., Friday, April 29
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
Nursing Recognition Ceremony
5 p.m., Friday, April 29 (B.S.N.)
7 p.m., Friday, April 29 (M.S.N.)

Memorial Student Center, Don Morris Room
Memorial Student Center, Don Morris Room

Graduate Hooding Ceremony for the School of Physical Therapy
6 p.m., Friday, April 29
New Baptist Church, Huntington
Department of English Celebration Ceremony
1:30 p.m., Friday, April 29
Memorial Student Center, Room BE5
Graduate Hooding Ceremony for the College of Science
1 p.m., Saturday, April 30
Smith Hall Room 154
Graduate Hooding Ceremony for the Department of Social Work
4 p.m., Saturday, May 7
Memorial Student Center, Don Morris Room

Marshall to host Empty Bowls April 22 at Pullman Square
APRIL 19, 2022
The School of Art and Design
will host the Empty Bowls
pottery sale fundraiser from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, April 22,
in the gazebo at Pullman Square
in downtown Huntington.
Bowls crafted by Marshall art
students will be sold for $20
each, with a limited number of
coupons available to local
restaurants, including The
Peddler, Backyard Pizza and
Raw Bar, Black Sheep Burritos & Brews, and Bahnhof. Coupons are limited to one per
purchaser.

Following the in-person bowl sale will be a two-week online bowl sale, organized with the help
of The Pottery Place. It can be accessed at www.thepotteryplace.biz. Proceeds will benefit the
Facing Hunger Foodbank, with each bowl sold providing an estimated 180 meals to those in
need.
This is the 19th annual Empty Bowls fundraiser, which has raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars for the food bank since its inception. The event was formerly held as a soup lunch-pottery
sale fundraiser, but has been altered in the years since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Cynthia Kirkhart, CEO of the Facing Hunger Foodbank, emphasized the importance of
community engagement with this event.
“For over 19 years, the community has worked with us through the support of Christian
Associates and the many individuals represented through that partnership — notably two people
who spearheaded the effort, Don Van Horn, representing Marshall University, and Diana Van
Horn, who for many years was the executive director of the Cridlin Food Pantry,” Kirkhart
said. “Each year, we have always given them our humble gratitude and thanks for that
stewardship to contribute to the creation of the event that continues to the present.
“The collaboration of education, art and community support to provide emergency hunger relief
to the 17 counties we serve, representing over 145, 000 souls in need, is a powerful partnership,
and truly, with everyone’s support in the event together we are facing hunger.”
The fundraiser is part of a community impact course in the School of Art and Design. Students
learn about the workings of the food bank while honing their pottery skills as they create
hundreds of bowls to sell and help the hungry.
“This is my fifth year participating in Empty Bowls, and I’m always excited to see the results our
students produce in such a short time,” said Allora McCullough, a visiting assistant professor of
ceramics, who helps organize the event. “This fundraiser has a massive impact on the
community, and it’s an honor to be a part of something so wholesome.”
Each student spends a minimum of six hours volunteering at the Facing Hunger Foodbank. Not
only do they learn about the workings and function in our community, but they get hands on
experience with the impact their fundraising efforts go to benefit, she said.
“Empty Bowls is an event that demonstrates the power that art can have on the community,” said
Frederick Bartolovic, a longtime organizer of the event and interim director of the School of Art
and Design. “With every student bowl sold, there is the possibility of providing hunger relief for
an actual person, or family, in our community. This is an opportunity for Marshall University
students to make a difference, and all of us here at the School of Art and Design look forward to
supporting this event every year.”
This event is sponsored by the School of Art and Design in the College of Arts and Media, as
well as several community partners, including the Pottery Place, the Facing Hunger Foodbank
and local restaurants.

The Marshall University Rainbow Run: Herd Glow 5k, a nighttime race through the Huntington
campus of Marshall University, is scheduled for Friday, April 22, 2022, at 9 pm. Volunteers are
needed to help with same-day race registration, distribute race materials, and help runners
navigate the course using lighted batons.
If you would like to volunteer, please visit https://tristateracer.com/race/11710, select volunteers,
and complete your information. You may also contact Dr. Timothy Melvin, Race Director,
at melvin7@marshall.edu. Any commitment to volunteer is greatly appreciated!
The Marshall University Rainbow Run raises funds for the Marshall University Diversity,
Equality, and Inclusion Student Scholarship for undergraduate students who have demonstrated
contributions to diversity, equality, or inclusion initiatives in the area(s) of racial or ethnic
diversity, sexual orientation, or gender identity, disability, veteran status, and/or other areas
underrepresented or otherwise important to diversity, equality, and inclusion.

Dr. Marie Frazier named Advocate of the Year for WVAAP
APRIL 19, 2022
Marie D. Frazier, M.D., professor of pediatrics at the Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and medical
director of the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) at Hoops Family
Children’s Center (HFCH) at Cabell Huntington Hospital, has
been named the 2022 Advocate of the Year for the West
Virginia Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics
(WVAAP).
Frazier, a pediatric critical care physician at Marshall Health,
was recognized by the WVAAP for years of advocacy work
with children throughout the Tri-State and southern West
Virginia. After years of planning, HFCH opened the
community’s first CAC in 2017. Since that time, CAC has
provided care to hundreds of children who have experienced
sexual and/or physical abuse and neglect.
Frazier has served as the medical director since the CAC’s opening. Under her leadership, the
CAC earned accreditation from the National Children’s Alliance in 2020. She has also developed

a curriculum to further educate pediatric residents and hospital medicine fellows at the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine. The curriculum addresses the complexities of examining children
who have experienced sexual abuse; the unique psychosocial characteristics that must be
considered in caring for these children; and court testimonies.
Frazier also serves as medical director of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Hoops Family
Children’s Hospital. She has been providing care to critically ill infants, children and adolescents
in the Tri-State area since 2007. In addition, she serves as the assistant dean of academic affairs
at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. In this role, she works with medical students to
ensure success, monitors their academic progress and oversees their professional development.
“Receiving this award is a distinct honor, for which I am very grateful,” Frazier said. “It is truly
a privilege to care for the kids our community. In the current climate of a pandemic and the
social strain it places on our children, it is important now, more than ever, that they have voices
advocating for their needs and safety. I am fortunate to have a phenomenal team of colleagues at
both Marshall Pediatrics and Hoops Family Children’s Hospital that are passionate about
ensuring that the children in our community receive the care they deserve.”

Marshall partners with League of Women Voters on climate
time capsule
APRIL 19, 2022
The Drinko Academy, University Libraries and Department of Sustainability are partnering with
the League of Women Voters of West Virginia (LWVWV) and the West Virginia Climate
Alliance to transfer a climate time capsule to the James E. Morrow Library at 3 p.m. today
(Wednesday, April 20).
Several speakers, including Nyoka Baker Chapman, LWVWV Board of Directors, and Brandon
Dennison, Coalfield Development, among others, will deliver brief remarks.
Chapman says the contents of the time capsule contain contributions from multiple
organizations, research on alternative energy technologies, articles that document current events
that are shaping West Virginia’s climate history, correspondence and more.
“The West Virginia Climate Time Capsule also carries prayers, hopes and wishes to our
neighbors in time, that we are working now on all levels to ensure that they will inherit a
sustainable future,” Chapman said. “Curbing climate change is arguably the greatest challenge

we face in the coming decades. We must solve empirical scientific and ethical problems, against
all odds, during the first half of this century to reach IPCC goals by 2050.
Dr. Montserrat Miller, executive director of the Drinko Academy, said both she and Lori
Thompson, the university’s archivist, have assisted the league in their endeavor to find an
appropriate home for the climate time capsule.
“The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization that plays a vital role in the
education of our citizenry. The Drinko Academy, in seeking to advance civic literacy, is
committed to assisting the league in its grassroots community work,” Miller said. “It’s our
pleasure to help the league deposit the West Virginia Climate Time Capsule in the Special
Collections Department of the James E. Morrow Library, where it can remain until its projected
opening in 2050.”
Both the League of Women Voters and the Drinko Academy will participate in Marshall’s Earth
Day celebration scheduled for earlier in the day on the Memorial Student Center Plaza.

School of Art and Design presents year-end student
exhibitions
APRIL 19, 2022
Two groups of Marshall University art students have mounted back-to-back senior capstone
exhibitions this month in the Charles W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery. Meanwhile in the Birke
Art Gallery, the exhibition “Foundations Review: Selected Student Works” will be on view
through April 22.
The first capstone group’s show, titled “Phases,” included artwork by Alyssa Hart, Danika
Spencer, Danny Marks, and Kaitlyn Hall. “Phases” was on view through Thursday, April 14.
The second group’s show, “Looking Back, Looking Forward,” includes artwork by Alyssa
Carney, Emily Fuller, Jay Gandee, and Rai Hagerman. “Looking Back, Looking Forward” will
be on view through Thursday, April 21.
All are welcome, free of charge.
“As one might imagine, students on the brink of graduation think a lot about time and the events
that led to this moment. These eight students are no exception. The titles of the exhibitions hint
at a more nuanced view,” said Gallery Director Jamie Platt. “Not only are they looking back, but

they are also aware that now is a place between what came before and all that comes next. What
they are now is an imaginative bunch of problem solvers, advocates, seers, dreamers.”
Danika Spencer is studying graphic design. She has created a line of merchandise for a fictional
sports team. Kaitlyn Hall, also a graphic design major, has created a branding campaign for a
line of skincare this Gallery Director sincerely hopes she can find in stores one day. Alyssa Hart
is a future art educator whose senior capstone project makes space for victims of sexual violence
to express themselves anonymously and without judgement. Rai Hagerman’s work reminds all of
us to look inward as well as around.
Admission is free and open to all. For those who cannot attend receptions in person, the artist
talks will be simulcast via Zoom. Registration is required. Registering once automatically
registers participants for both. For more information and to register for the Zoom reception,
visit: https://www.marshall.edu/art-galleries/news-and-events/.
“Foundations Review: Selected Student Works” in the Birke Art Gallery is a biannual exhibition
with artworks made by art students who have just completed the “Foundations Experience,” a
series of workshops on the foundational skills and concepts they need to thrive as art students.
Faculty select the best of the best for this exhibition, and four students who score the most
faculty votes win cash prizes.
For more information, call 304-696-7299 or visit the website https://www.marshall.edu/artgalleries/news-and-events/.

Drinko Fellow Sandra Reed to present art exhibit at South
Charleston campus
APRIL 19, 2022
Sandra Reed, a professor of art at Marshall University and Marshall’s 26th John Deaver Drinko
Academy Fellow, invites guests to Selvage, a solo exhibition on display now through June 30 in
the Library Gallery on Marshall University’s South Charleston campus. It features works she’s
created since relocating to West Virginia in 2014.
Reed will give an artist talk at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 28, at the Library Gallery in South
Charleston regarding these 25 interrelated drawings, paintings and prints. The event is free and
open to the public.

Reed is the recipient of the 2021-2023 Distinguished Drinko Academy Fellowship, which
provided time and support to develop this exhibition and related events. They were preceded
by Conceptions of Flight, an exhibition featuring new work by Reed’s advanced drawing
students presented in the Library Gallery earlier this year. Conceptions of Flight featured a
reading by Dr. Rachael Peckham, professor English at Marshall.
Additionally, Selvage and Conceptions of Flight are presented with support from the College of
Arts and Media and financial assistance from the West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture, and
History and the National Endowment for the Arts, with approval from the West Virginia
Commission on the Arts. This funding provided honoraria for the authors and a collaborating
designer, alumna Savannah Julian, as well as enhancements to the rail-and-rod gallery system at
the Library Gallery, and other exhibition features.
The Library Gallery is open from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. The Library Gallery
is located at 100 Angus E. Peyton Drive, South Charleston.
For more information about Selvage, contact Reed by e-mail at sandra.reed@marshall.edu. For
inquiries regarding displaying your own work at the Library Gallery, contact Dr. Katherine
Murphy, library research specialist, by phone at 304-746-8900 or by e-mail
at kayk@marshall.edu.

Marshall pathway programs offer students glimpse of
medical school life
APRIL 19, 2022
Free summer pathway programs at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
help high school and undergraduate students decide if a career in medicine is right for them and
prepare them for application to medical school.
The Health Care Pathways Initiative will run from June 6-30. HCPI is a four-week residential
experience on the Marshall University Huntington campus that gives high school students from
West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky a glimpse into the care setting and structure of STEM
workplaces, including those in science, research, health care, pharmacy, nursing health
informatics and engineering. The deadline to register for HCPI is May 7. Apply now and learn
more at https://jcesom.marshall.edu/students/diversity-inclusion/programs/.
HCPI is funded by the Army Educational Outreach Program (UNITE), a Walgreens Diversity
Grant, Marshall Health and the Marshall Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy.

Project PREMED will be held from July 18-22. This program offers an opportunity for
undergraduate ethnic minority students to explore medical school as a career path. Students also
gain insights into the processes and preparation required for applying to and attending medical
school. Apply now through May 16 at https://jcesom.marshall.edu/students/diversityinclusion/programs/.
“HCPI provides immersive experiences that showcase health science and STEM careers students
may not have previously considered,” said Shelvy L. Campbell-Monroe, Ph.D., associate dean
for diversity and inclusion at the schools of medicine and pharmacy. “Project PREMED’S highly
involved faculty, staff and students provide participants with tools to assist them with admission
requirements for medical school.”
In addition to the in-person sessions, a Virtual Summer Academy will be held May 18 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. for undergraduate students who aspire to become physicians. Topics include
interviewing skills, maximizing study skills, admissions tips from admission committee members
and staff, and advice from current medical students. The one-day academy is open to West
Virginia residents and out-of-state students currently enrolled in a West Virginia public or
private accredited college or university. Students must have completed at least 30 college credit
hours in order to participate. Register now through May 9
at https://ruralhealth.marshall.edu/initiatives/college-student-programs/.
“We are excited to host the Virtual Summer Academy again this year,” said Jennifer Plymale,
director of the Byrd Center for Rural Health and associate dean for admissions at the School of
Medicine. “We had an enormous response to this event last year, and feedback from participants
from all over the state was very positive.”
There is no cost to participate in any of these programs. For more information about HCPI or
Project PREMED, please contact Campbell-Monroe by phone at 304-691-1607 or by e-mail
at campbels@marshall.edu. For additional details about the Virtual Summer Academy, you
can reach Amber Vance by phone at 304-691-1184 or by e-mail at elkins34@marshall.edu.

From Human Resources: One more webinar event for the
TIAA/HSA program
Marshall University will be hosting one more webinar event for the TIAA/HSA program during
open enrollment. Below is the registration link to share with employees. Please view the
presentation for this webinar.
Thursday, April 28 10-11 am
ET https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/3688348/133C48FA68356FE41218C82826D91F04.

Harless Center featured in Benedum Foundation annual
report
APRIL 19, 2022
The June Harless Center for Rural Educational Research and Development was featured in the
Claude W. Benedum Foundation 2021 Annual Report for its work on preparing educators to
accelerate student learning. This report focuses on reimagining the future of education in public
school systems in response to the effect that COVID-19 has had on both families and children.
The annual report may be found online at https://benedum.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/03/Benedum-Foundation-2021-AR.pdf, and the center is highlighted on
pages 8-10.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since April 6, 2022
Students: 5
Faculty: 0
Staff*: 1
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 27, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, April 25, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/April-20-2022.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

